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I.  Introduction 

District  Planning  Program 

In  keeping  with  ^5ayor  ^\'hitc''s  policy  to  bring  Boston' s  j^overn- 
ment   closer  to  neighborhood  r-esidents,  tlie  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  will  be 'providing  communities  with  planning 
assistance  through  its  nev;ly  developed  District  Planning 
Program.  A  major  objective  of  the  program  will  be  to  insure 
residents  an  im.portant  voice  in  planning  needed  improvements 
for  their  communities.  During  the  present  year  (1970)  District 
Planning  activities  will  be  underta]cen  in  the  14  city  neigh- 
borhoods. Roslindale  is  one  of  tlie  areas  to  be  included  in 
the  program. 

V7ith  the  help  of  Roslindale' s  Little  City  Hall  Manager, 
/        a  Local  Advisory  Committee  v;ill  ba  formed  to  aid  City  officials 
in  planning  immediate  and  longer  range  improvements  for  all  the 
District.  All  residents,  community  leaders,  and  representatives 
of  special  interest  groups  are  welcome  to  participate. 

This  report  is  the  first  product  of  the  Roslindale  District 
Planning  Program.  It  is  essentially  a  fact  siieet  concaining  the 
basic  information  v/hich  can  be  used  }:)y  residents  and  City  offi- 
cials in  developing  a  common  understanding  of  the  problems, 
assets,  and  opportunities  existing  in  the  community. 

This  report  deals  v.'itli  the  following  topics: 

1.  Existing  characteristics:  A  diccussion  of  Roslin- 
dale' s  environmental  characteristics  v/ith  a  ^hcrt 
historical  introduction. 

2.  Current  Improvement  Programs  underv/ay:  A  dc-  cription 


of  comauintiy  improvcmnnts  wliicJi  have  been  made  recently 
in. Roslindale . 

3.  Major  Issues  and  Planning  Implications  :  A  discussion 
Of  several  important  problems  presently  facing  the 
Roslindale  community. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  EXISTIIIG  CIIAR-^CTERISTICS 


The  RoslindalG  Planning  District  is  located  in  the  center  of  the  large 
sou'thern  residential  sector  of  the  city.  Roslindale  is  almost  excusively 
d  ros'vdential  area;  its  dvelling  density  range  is  11  to  23  dwelling  units 
per  net  residential  acre.  Its  boundaries  are  roughly  determined  by  phys- 
sical  features.  On  the  northwest,  the  Arnold  Arboretum  lies  between  Roslindale 
and  Jamaica  Plain;  on  the  nor':heast,  the  beginning  of  Dorchester  is  desig- 
nated by  Franklin  Park.  Between  these  two  large  areas,  the  barriers  of 
Forest  Hills  Station  and  the  elevated  Arbor.vay  viaduct  divide  Roslindale  and 
Jamaica  Plain.  On  the  west,  the  West  Roxbury  Parkway  separates  Roslindale 
from  '/.'est  Roxbury  ;  on  the  east,  a  complex  of  cemeteries  separates  Roslindale 
from  the  Blue  Hill  Avenue  section  of  Dorchester  and  Mattaoon.  On  the  south, 

Roslindale  flows  into  Hyds  Park.  This  5  sa.  nile  area  includes  the  traditional  areas 
of  Forest  Hills,  Roslindale  Square,  and  Centre  St.  Park:vay. 

Originally,  during  the  more  than  two  centuries  before  Boston  annexed  its 

outlying  districts,  Roslindale  was  part  of  West  Roxbury,  and  the  entire  area 

Wormed  the  western  section  of  the  City  of  Roxbury.  By  the  middle  of  the  last 

century,  however,  central  Roxbury  had  become  thickly  settled  and  rather 

heavily  industrialized,  while  West  Roxbury  remained  essentially  rural.  Wishing 

to  continue  that  way.  West  Roxbury,  in  1851,  obtained  the  permission  of  the 

legislature  to  separate  from  West  Roxbury  and  become  a  town.  It  did  not  teep 

this  status  for  long,  though.  In  1868,  Roxbury  voted  to  join  Boston,  and  in 

1873  West  Roxbury,  including  Roslindale,  did  the  same.  During  the  next  three 

decades,  when  the  area  unden-zent  its  greot  surge  in  development,  Roslindale 

gained  enough  people  to  be  considered  a  con:munity  in  itself  and  was  separated 

ii^  the  poDular  mind  from  West  Roxbury. 

In  its  early  years,  before  any  major  concen '-ratf.-i!  settlements  anpecrcJ, 

Roslindale  was  ttie  site  of  the  county  retreats  for  tlio  wealthy.  It  was  toward 

%tho  end  of  this  period  that  two  of  the  enduring  features  of  Roslindale  were 

laid  out.  The  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  was  opened  in  1843;  the  Arnold  Arboretum  , 

Boston's  living  [iionumont  to  trees,  was  ononed  by  th(?  'lassachusetts  Horticultural 


Society  and  Harvard  University  in   1872.    As   the  number  of  inhabitants   grew, 

and  as   the   volume  of  visitors   to   the  Conetcry  and  Arboretum  swelled,   two 
transportation   iiiipro.-/einents  because  justified:    the  opening  of  the  New  Haven 
Railroad  Station  en  Washington  Street  in   1873,   and,   in   the  same  decade,    the 
spread  of  Boston's   street   railway  system  south   into   the  district   from  Forest 
Hills.    In  the   first  thirty  years   after  annexation,   Roslindale  gr:w  tremendously, 
with  the  primary  ax-'.s  of  residence,  business,   and  transportation  being  V.'ash.- 
ington  Street. 

Today,  Washington  Street  is   still    the  main  street  in  Roslindale,   and 
the  original    Roslindale  village  on  this   street  has  become  Roslindale  Square, 
theraodern  day  heart  of  the  district.   The  business   and  banks  of  the  district 
are  concentrated  in  the  Square,   and  the  Post  Office,  Library,   and  Municipal 
Building  are   located  there.   The  Municipal    Building,  which  houses   the  Little 
Wli ty  Hall,  was   opened  in   1918  and  was   the  first  of  the  great  public  buildings 
erected  by  Mayor  Curley.   The  most  lingering  image  of  all    Roslindale 
is  that  of  Adams   Park,   in  the  Square  at  the  conjunction  of  Wasliington,   South,   and 
Poplar  Streets. 

North  and  South  oi^  the  Square,   Washington  Street  is   lined  with  houses  and 
.  small   businesses.   There  are  tirree  definitive  neighborhoods:    Torest  Hills,   at 
the  northern  tip  of  Roslindale,   is   som.etimes   considered  a  part  of  Jamaica 
Plain;    its   residents,   however,   seem  generally   to  gravitate  toward  Roslindale 
Square.   The  Archdale  Housing  Project  is   between   Forest  Hills   and  the  Square, 
and  the   C^cciiland  Housing  Project  is   between  the  Square  and  the  We-;-t  Roxbury 
Parkway,   to  the  south.    Forest  Hills   residents   can   transact  at  least  some  of 
their  local   business   in  the   Forest  Hills  Station  area,   and  Beechland  residents 
jfcijoy  the  use  of  the  adjacent  High  Point  Shopping  Center. 

The  basic  street  and  neighborhood  ,)atternof  Roslindale     consists   of  a 
triangular  area,  with   its   point  at  Forest  Hills   Station.      The   right-hand  arm 


is  Hyde  Park  Ave,  the  major  local-traffic  artery  from  Boston  to  Hyde  Park. 

The  left-hand  arm  of  the  triagle  is  Washington  Street,  which  has  already 
been  described.  The  lit.  Hope  neighborhood,  which  is  located  at  the  junction 
of  Hyde-  Park  Ave  and  Mt.  Hope  Street,  is  nearly  as  old  as  Roslindale  Square. 
Residential  developmeMt  along  Hyde  Park  Ave  is  heavy.  There  are  fewer  businesses, 
however,  and  there  is  no  cor.'mercial  center  similar  to  Roslindale  Square.  Cummins 
Highway  runs  from  the  Square  easterly  through  Hyde  Park  Ave.  just  south  of 
Mt.  H-pe  and  on  to  Mattapan.  Cummins  High-'ay  is  primarily  residential,  but  it 
is  also  the  location  of  several  schools  and  churches.  One  developed  section 
is  located  between  Washington  Street  and  Hyde  Park  Ave:  Metropolitan  Hills, 
south  of  Cummins  Highway. 

Outside  the  triagle  to  the  west  is  the  West  Roxbury  area,  '•ordering  on 
West  Roxbury.  On  the  east  is  American  Legion  Highwdy,  with  many  new  and 
attractive  single  homes,  a  new  large  scale  development  called  Cummins  Towers, 
^nd  a  major  shopping  center,  which  draws  customers  from  all  the  surrounding 
districts  and  which  provides  numerous  jobs  for  Roslindale  residents. 


Source:  OPS,  "Profile  of  Roslindale" 


' .  Population 

vith  3,l'*5  acres 
In  I90O,  Roclindalc  v;as  the  9tli  Inrcest  area  of  Bocton  in  size  and  Bth  larfjest 

in  population.   In  19^13,  Roslindalc  contain-^d  only  6.6^^  of  Boston's  inhabitants. 
As  indicated  in  Tabic  I,   Roslindalc '  s  population  has  rcn':ained  relatively 
stable,  althou(^h  sharp  increases  and  declines  in  population  occurred  in 
individual  census  tracts,  particularly  in  the  Parlway  and  Forest  Hills 
neighborhoods.   According  to  U.  S.  Census  inforr.ation,  there  vere  approximately 
39>QOQ  people  living  in  the  corranuiiity  in  1950-   The  I96O  Census  reported  re- 
ported !tl,5C0  persons  in  the  conununity,  and  the  projected  19^5  Census  reports 

approxinatcly  ^40,200  in  the  area.  During  the  past  15  years,  then,  the  total 

have 

population  has  increased  by  only  1.5'>j-  Decreases  in  population'' occurred  in 

the  Forest  Jlills  and  Roslindale  Center  neighborhoods. 

Three  ethnic  groups  are  predominate  in  the  area:  Irish;  Canadians,  and  Italians. 

These  groups  are  dispersed  throughout  the  area,  except  for  the  Forest  Hills 

area. 

▼  The  percentage  of  non--..'hite  fanilies  living  in  the  Roslindale  area  is  verj'-  sr.all. 

in  195c 
Roslindale  had  only  I50  non-i.'hites,  .ST'/j  of  Boston's  non-vhite  population, f  and 

onl.y  .59f^}  or  U03  non-'.;hites  in  i960,   in  i960,  according  to  U.  S.  Census 
information,  blacks  coraposed  S/U  of  Roslindale 's  non-v.'hite  population  pre- 
dominately located  in  the  Forest  H'lls  area. 

There  have  been  10-15';'j  decreases  in  the  20  to  30,  and  UO  to  50  year  old  brackets. 
The  65  and  over  bracl-.et  has  increased  greatly,  froia  3200  in  19^0,   to  5^00  in 
i960.   Also,  concurrent  with  the  stable  nuir.ber  of  couples  of  child  bearing  age, 

there  has  been  a  steady  increaro  in  the  under  20  age  bracket,  one  third  of  Ros- 
lindale 's  popuiat  j.on  Is  under  t'.;i'nty.  ■» 

Under  20                  •  20-30  65+ 

1950    10,695  '       5,625  3,171 

i960    12,961                    k,Q7h  5,36U 
t^-965    13,777                     -  - 


o 


The  Qverace  family  income  in  Roslindale  for  I96O  was  $6,539,  second  hichest 
"[^the  city,  and  hichcr  than  the  City's  median  income  of  $5,7li7.  This  is 
possibly  due  to  the  large  number  of  professional  and  technical,  clerical 
and  sales  workers  in  the  area.  In  I960,  of  the  9,8l8  families  in  Roslindale, 
only  805  had  incomes  under  $3,000,  or  8.2/,.  Also,  only  Uo/,  had  inco.mes  less  than 
$6,000.  -=a—  I     -— — 


TOPUKaTK^N 


g:^^=^ 


TRACT 

1950  Pop. 

i960  Fop. 

ij  change 

1965  Projected 

fj  cliaiKje 

since   1950 

Pop. 

since   .195O 

W-IB 

9157 

9552 

+  H.3 

12,732 

+  39.1 

W-3A 

9812                 (^11289^ 

+15.0 

8,8)t5 

+     9.8 

./-3D 

l!(69 

1381 

-  6.0 

1,"279 

-   12.9 

W-'lA 

2U25 

2U32 

4  0.2 

3,081 

-1-  27.0 

w-Ub 

7606 

7762' 

+  2.1 

5,7U6 

-   2n.l1 

•/-5 

9312 

9051 

-   k.2 

8,51!^ 

-     8.5 

39,781 


Ul,U67 


-H  U.2 


i^O,197 


Total       2H.I 


9.0 


28.9     lU.O 


+  1.5 


TRACT 

%^    Under 
18 

1950 

^'i  over  65 

Median 
Fo.niily  incor.e 

^  .irnder 
18 

i960 
-p  over 
65 

'       Median 

Fa.-nily  Incor.e 

7- IB 

1      25. n 

11.5 

1 

$351i^ 

29.1 

13.5 

$7587 

•/-3A 

18.5 

IU.7 

•    3368 

2I+.2 

10. U 

6lii3 

•/-3B 

26.9 

7.9 

— 

28.1 

13.6 

5890 

./-..» 

30.it 

l.h 

3298 

29.7 

10.8 

6305 

J-JfB 

26.9 

9.2 

356ii 

32. U 

10.il 

6575 

•J-5 

1 

25.2 

10.7 

3520 

31.8 

11.9 

6731 

Source:  U.S.  Census,  1950,  I96O 

1965  Projections,  prepared  by  Mental  Health  Center  Studies 
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POPULATION'  STATISTICS  UY  ROS .  NEIGllBORliOOnS 

Nclpbboi'hood.s  1960 
RosllndalG 

Mt.  Hope  -  Forest  II  ills 

Parla^ay 

Roslindale  Center 

TOTAL 
Ages  7-16 

Mt.  Hope  -  Forest   Hills 

Parla-7ay 

Roslindale  Center 

TOTAL 
Ages  65  &.   Over 

Mt.  Hope  -  ForestHills 
Park\7ay 
Roslindale  Center 

TOTAL 
yo  of  Total  Poptil.iti.onwhich  is  Negro 
Mt.  Hoc-'-  Forest  Hills 
Parla^ay 

Roslindale  Center 
■^A-less  than  1/10  of  17. 


lY^ 


\v^]-e^ 


Total 

White 

'^  •-  o  '■r-' 

Other 

13,998 

13,654 

(295y 

49 

9,552 

9,526 

4 

22 

16,813 

16,797 

2 

14 

40,363 

39,977 

301 

85 

No. 

Percent 

1,647 

11.8% 

1,473 

15.4% 

2,765 

16.4%  ■ 

5,885 

14 . 6% 

No. 

Percent 

2,076 

14 . 8% 

1,289 

13.5% 

1,955 

11.6% 

5,320    13.2% 

2.1 
A* 
A* 


Boston  12.2% 


Boston  9.0% 


%  of  Occiipird  llousin'^  Units  Havin<^  1.01  Perrons  Per  Room 

^        Ht.  Hope  -  Forest  Hills  C^"^"^^^  (O"^  ^'  "^      ^ 

Parla,7ay  3.8 

Roslindale  Center  5.6  Boston  total   7.7 

Sound  Housing,  All  riiir-bing  F.-'cilities 

Mt.  Hope  -  Forest  Hills  89.9 

Parla^jay  94.5 

Roslindale     Center  91.8  Boston   total   69.7 

Percent   of  Non-Vrnlte   Hou.'^ing:   Units  I-.Tiich  Arc   Sound 

Mt.Hope  100.0 

Parkv7ay  A* 

Roslindale  Center  " 

Economic  Statistics 

1960  ■  1960  1950 

I  —  — 

7o  Unemployed        "  2.9  4.7 

7o  V.'orking  out  of  Resident  Company  16.4 

7o  of  L.F.  using  Public  Transp.  40.1 

Median  Family  Income  6,825  3,675 

7o  vjith  Income  under  3,000  8,1  .33.8 

7=.v;ith  income  over  10,000  20,4  2.6 

*A-Less  than  ten  Lion-v.'hite  housing  units 


Soui'ce:  I.'eiGhborhoods  of  Boston,  Selected  Factors,  United  Ccr.jnunity  Service; 
of  Metropolitan  Boston 


•  Physical  A:;pccts 
In  1969,  the  bra's  Plannin[j  Department  conducted  land  use  and  buildini^ 
condition  ourveys   throughout  the  city.   This  infox-nation  for  Roalindale, 
alon^  with  census  and  other  data,  can  be  useful  to  residents  in  identifying 
problems  and  opportunities  within  their  co:rjnimity.   The  iirfon^iation  also 
can  be  used  to  compare  Roslindale's  problems  and  assets  with  those  of 
other  neighborhoods  in  Boston. 

Housing 

Roslindale's  housing  stock  in  1950  consisted  of  approximately  10,100  units. 
By  i960,  the  total  nu^mber  of  units  increased  by  only  7'^  to  10,800  units. 
The  RoslinJale  area  contains  2  EilA  Housing  projects,  the  V.'ashington  and 
Beech  Housing  Development,  and  the  Archdale  Development.   The  V'ashington 
and  Beech  Development,  located  in  the  Roslindale  Center  area,  contains  Zjh 
units  and  is  in  fair  condition.   T-'^e  Archdale  Development,  located  in  the 
^  Forest  Hills  area,  contains  28?  units  and  is  in  good  condition.  Roslindale 
also  contains  a  nui.iber  of  smaller  apartr.ents,  the  largest  being  the  nevj 

Hir;h  Point  Yilla.Te  Housing  Development  vhich  began  construction  in  I96S.,  and  is 

now  comipleted. 
j.n  i960,  over  60/;,  of  Roslindale's  housing  units  were  located  in  one  and  two 

unit  structures.   An  additional  third  of  the  housing  units  is  located  in 

other  multiple  unit  structures.   Single  family  units  totalled  Sl-?'/^  of  the  • 

housing  stock.  Also,  over  6IOO  homes  were  owner  occupied.  (I96O  Figures) 

Roslindale's  housing  stock  is  old,  more  than  9'^,'^  of  the  units  were  built 

before  1939.   Of  this  number,  only  T*^:.  of  the  units  were  reported  to  be  in 

deteriorating  or  in  dilapidated  condition  in  I96O.   The  BRA  Planning 

Departm.cnt  surveys  of  1963  indicate  that  over  half  of  the  total  number  of 

dwelling  units  were  in  fair  condition,  particularly  in  the  Forest  Hills  and 

parts  of  the  Centre  Street  Parkway  sections. 


The  i960  cross  median  rent  paid  in  Roslinda]c  vas  .<»;91  as  compared  to  $78 
for  the  City  of  Boston.  According  to  the  Boston  Area  Study  conducted  bv  , 
the  Joint  Center  for  Urban  Studios,  Roslindale  has  o'lc  of  th<--  hitihc.-sL- 


rents  in  the  city,  along  with  Dorchester-M  ittP.2:.UT  and  J^naif.). '.'lain.^... ;, ,  •..  .. 
Also,  hardest  hit  in  terns  of  the  proportion  of  income  they  must  spend 
on  housing  are  the  elderly  and  young  families,  c::mprising  over  US"^  of 
Roslindale 's  total  population. 

Generalized  Land  Use  .     _'      '  .     .  •  •  ' 

Roslindale,  like  many  other  established  communities  in  the  Boston  area, 
is  residential  in  character.  Residential  uses  are  found  in  the  central, 
southern,  and  vjestern  areas  of  the  district.  A  large  portion  o-^  •  ".';h;=^rn.  .;•.,.-.. 
Roslindale  consists  of  a  large  complex  of  cemeteries.  These  include  Foresir"-- 
Hills,  Mt .  Hope,  St.  Michael's,  and  Calvary.  Boston  State  Hospital  comprises 
a  51  acre  parcel  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  planning  area.  The 
hospital  maintains  three  structures  on  one  8-acre  section,  while  the  remainder 
of  the  site  ia  prcdo.minately  vacant.  Commercial  areas  lii^  .  '•" v;  • -I'^J^  zr'  ,■hr•'^c:^:.-■.-■. 
of  the  district.  Among  these  are  Roslindale  Square,  the    v'--^x  -:^^•~^■i:.^■;z^r^.^<.  :' 
area  on  Ariierican  Legion  High'.Jay,  and  the  High  Point  Shopping  urea  un 
V^ashington  St.  Roslindale  Square  has  been  the  m.ajor  shopping  district 
for  the  community  v;ith  markets,  dry  goods  and  clo-t"'..  .  -  -"  ;-0v«    ■'"  ■.  ■• 
professional  services.  The  Cantebury  and  High  ?oint  areas  are  nuwer, 
auto-oriented  shopping  plazas  containing  st  •. -rmarkets,  cloth  ^.  ■  •-.  ... 
convenience  stores.         "  .■■■■•■.'•' 

There  are  over  3OO  acres  of  par.ks  and  playfields  for  the  ci^trict';: 
population.  The  planning  area  borders  on  four  large  reci  •  ..i<ii:^'        •  .   . 
facilities,  totaling  over  1200  acres:  .   .   ■••         .   ■•    . 

The  Arnold  Arboretujn  .   •.....•..;"  •••  ..  ..-  ••  •    ..  •■  . 

The  Stony  Brook  Reservation  '       "     '  .  ■'.  '  '   .   .'  .*  . 

The  George  V.'right  Golf  Cour.se  * 

Franklin  Park 


There  arc,  ho'^evor,  a  lack  of  local  parkc  accccsible  to  individual 
nei;3hborhoodG  of  RoclindalQ.  There  are  few  email,  open  spaces  such  ns 
tot  lots  and  formal  sittin,^  areas. 

Conflicting  land  use  patterns  arc  located  in  Jhe  northern  Forest  Hills 
area  and  southern  areas  bordering  the  ceir.eter  Les .  There  i^s  a  coniu^ed. 
mixture  of  residential  and  industrial  uses,  including  auto  sales  and 
repairs,  ceinetery-oriented  commercial  uses,  and  light  industry. 

Building  Use  .•,..•.     ■■•'   •  '-'  .' 

In  general,  buildings  in  -nr^pi^   nr   rpyjo-^' tis— aj^e  located  along  railroad  lines. 
The  Roslindale  Square  area  is  deteriorating  due  to  corapetition  with  ncjer, 
more  convenient  auto-oriented  shopping  centers  located  at  Canteb_-."-  ;iJ.;_,i3"- 
Point  Village,  Hancock  Village,  and  Dedham  plazas.  Most  of  the  northern 
sections  bordered  by  NY  IvH  RR  and  Hyde  Park  Ave,  south  of  Forest  Hills, 
are  genrally  deteriorating,  according  to  'B3A   surveys.  Also,  the  residential 
area  bounded  by  V.'alk  Hill  St.,  Hyde  Park  Ave,  Morton  St.,  and  Tr->^^s.t  Hil"'=..- 

Cemetery  is  in  poor  condition.  The  southern  ro:jidential  ixr   ij.   a-.i..' "s: 

bordered  by  South  and  Centre. Sts.  are  in  good  condition,  \i:.':h   .■-■.-.:_./■.•■-_-. --^r 
of  deteriorating  hou.sing  found  scattered  throughout  these  areas. 


■'1  iJ'lllil.lU   Li'loLi  ii4,-3       1963 


Land  Use  In 

Land  Use  Catef!;oi\v  Acres 

residential 

Commercial,  Hotels  and  Mixed  Uses 

Retail 

Wholesale:  Intensive 

UTiolesale  :  Extensive 

Retail  and  Business  Services 

Transportation  Roads  and  Parking 

Industrial 

Exractive 

Utilities 

Construction:  Non-Residential 

Hospital  Services 
Educational  Services 

Recreational,  Religious,  and  Cultural  Services 

Other  Government 

Vacant  Buildings 

Vacant  Land  and  Agricultural  Open  Space 

..Total  1711.7 

Ninth    out    of   15   planning  districts    (rank   of   total   acerage   by 

planning   districts) 
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Co;n.Mu;!n  ty  Or;;nni/.ation.">  and  I'aciliiicG 

Community  life   in  Rosl  ind<l.iow  can  be  quickly  profiled 

by  examining  its  organizations  and  institutions.  Some  of _ 

such  as  nov.'cpapcrG ,  and  business  and  reliriouj 
these  cover  the  entire  distr  ict-^y  The  community  press  issues 

.the  Parkway  Transcript.  The  Parkway  Senior  Citizens  and  the 

Roslindale  chapter  of  the  cjty's  Golden  Age  Club,  serve  the 


special  needs  of  thcr  elderly/  residents.  Th«  businessmen  of 
Roslindale  have  three  organizations:  the  Roslindale  Kiv;anis,. 
the  Roslindale  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Roslindale  Trade  Council. _ 
Another    type  of  district  wide  activity  is  religious. 


Various  socieiies,  asscciatdons ,  com.mittees,  and  special  groups 
and  events  are  centered  at  each  place  of  worship,  providing 
activities  beyond  the  baric  worship  services.  Most  of  Roslindale'^* 


Catholics  are  in  thel^acred  Heart  parish  J  A  less  inclusive  parish 


in  the  Roslindale  area  is  St.  Andrew's,  on  V.'alk  Hill  St.,  serv- 
ing primarily  the.^^Ti!ist  Hills  are^.  Roslindale  Baptist  Church 
is  on  Cliftondale  St.,  and  Messiah  Lutheran  Church  is  on 
Albano  St.;  both  are  just  off  V7ashington  St.  south  of  the 

Square. 

entire  . 

Tliree    schools    serve    the -{planna  ng  •  area:    Roslindale   High, 

St.    Clare   High,    and   V/ashington    Irving    Jr.    High.    The    public 


schools    not    only    organize    activity    for    its    students,    but    also, 
through    the   Hom.e    and    School    Associations,    provide    an    important 
outlet    for    activity   by    parents.    A   relatively   nev/   community 
service    instituted    in    Roslindale    is    the   Drug    Inf orr'ation    Center 
on    )3elgrade   Ave.    The   Center    is    supported   }iy    tVie   Hoston    State 
Ilospita], ,    money    from    the    City's    Project    Turnoff,    and    private 
funds.     It    will    r.rovidiC    di-u<f    inrnrmntion    and    Iit'Id    for    nHrlii-M-'-: 


and  pre-addicts  with  their  problems. 

Otlior  types  of  activity  are  more  neiobt-'^vhood  conterod. 
Those  include  tlie  elementary  schools  and  .iitr   recreat  .■"' o"-- \  f---.- 
ilities.  The  children  liavo  tlii-eo  playgrovr  ds :  Pn  i  i  ^^nPjoiri^ 
at  South  and  Robert's  Streets  between  the  Parkv;ay  and  th~  .'^^quare; 
Healy  Field,  on  Washington  St,  between  Forest  ^''tTIs  and  tliC  Sc_f„-; 
and  Parkman  Playground,  on.  Walk  Hill  St.  neat  ^  '  .  ^sLr  H"!-..  r...  •..;•  • 
Several  improvements  have  taken  place  at  Fallon,  Healy  and 
Parkman   recreation  areas.  These  includd  basedall  fields,, 
baskteball  courts,  and  tot  lot  areas. 

Neighborhood  civic  activity  has  "hppp  '^"'O'tf  ^,^   rlp^/plnp^ 
Only  Forest  Hills  is  represented  by  a  civic  association. 
The  tv;o  Projects  hovsver,  Archdale  and  Beechland,  havo.     .  . 
active  associations.  Furtherm.ore,  it  is  hoped  the'-.,  i/.a  .--.■•'-■■ . 
presence  of  the  Little  City  Hall  will  inspire  the  yru^'iM'"  ■■■'■''■ ' 
of  associations.  Progress  tov;ard  bettor  corrruunity  involve- 
ment has  been  initiated  by  a  new  group,  the  Roc,  in .'].-. le  :...•■-•. 
Association  of  Community  Developm.ent .  It  seeks  to  develop, 

on  a  non-profit  basis,  Roslindale  Square  and  surround " N/(/ 

future 
and  to  seek  ansv/ers  to  "problems  facing  the  area  as  '^  ■  '  .\    ■•..'-.-  . 

tion  expansion  in  the  Soutlivost  Corridor  is  comx^]'--   "'      (•';--. 


Community  Organis^ationG  .    __/^W_2lL_ 

Adams  Post  No. '36 
38  Farqueir  St. 

Archdale  Tenants  Assoc. 
50  Archdale  Rd. 

Beech  St.  and  Archdale  Projects  (3IiA) 
15  0  Brook-ay  Rd . 

Bernadines  Society 
139  Beech  St. 

Bethany  United  Mcth.  Church 
100  Curr-Tiins  Hghv,-y. 

Church  of  God 
850  South  St. 

Church  of  Cur  Saviour 
814  South  St. 

Boys  Club    94  Belgrade^ Ave . 

V7c-en's  Guild    26  So.  '..'ater  St. 

CYO 

55  Ainsv.-crth  St. 

Forest  Hills  Improve^ient  Assoc. 
10  To-.ver  St.,  Jarr.aica  Plain 

Girl  Scouts,  Bellevue  Nghbd. 
137  Colberg  Ave. 

'Girl  Scouts,  Fa iviov;  Nghbd. 
29  Monelsschn  St. 

Grenada  Ave.  Assoc. 
7  Grenada  Ave. 

Koly  ITa,:.3  Society 
39  Haycr/n  St.      " 
957  South  St. 
95  Stiracon  St. 
206  Eeoch  St. 

Kiv.'anis  Club 
14  Corinth  St . 

Martha  Johnson  Friendly  Grc-uo'  ^ 
35  Nic::ish  St. 


Man' 3   Club 

37  Fairvicw  St,     ' 

Messiah  Lutheran  Church 
39  Albano  St. 

Metropolitan  Hill  Civic  Assoc. 

Modernization  Committee 

Our  Lady  of  the  Annuciation  Cathedral 
7  VFW  Par};v;ay 

CYO 

Chi  Rlio 

Melkite  Men's  Society 

Melkite  V7omen's  Society 

Police  Comjnunity  Relations 

Roslindale  Baptist  Church 
52  Cummins  IIchv,y. 

Roslindale  Beard  of  Trade 

Roslindale  Civic  Assoc. 

Ivoslindale      Congregational   Church 
25   Curr.mins   Hghv;y. 
Women's   Club 

Roslindale  High  School 
110  Poplar  St. 

Roslindale  Trade  Council 
4200  V7ashington  St. 

Roslindale  Women's  Club 
3  Conv/ay  St. 

Sacred  Heart  CYO 
100  Kitteredge  St. 

Sacred  Heart  Church  Youth  Council 
169  Cummins  Hgh'.vy. 

Sacred  Heart  Cliurch  ? 

169  CuiTcnins  Hghv/y. 

St.  Vincent  dc  Paul  Society 

15  Liszt  St.  » 


Volunteer  Coir.oi.    of   Senior   Citi:::cns 
39    Sheffield  lid. 

__'  West   Ro::bur\'  Masonic  Lodge 

w  8   Belgrade  Piivo. 


Roslindale  Association  of  Co;rmunity  Developir.ent 
Arnold  Shufro,   President 

Senior  Citizens  of  West  Roxbury 
39  Sheffield  Road 


source:   Office  of  public  Service 


Community  Facilities 

The  provision  and  improvement  of  conununity  facilities  is  a  major  focus 

m 

^'   the  Planning  Program.  Since  planning  for  community  facilities  improvements 
requires  a  knowledge  of  existing  facilities,  the  following  sections  describe 
the  present  condition  of  these  facilities,  public  and  private. 
1 .  Schools 

Public  Schools  -  During  the  1969-1970  school  year  approximately  7,000  were 
enrolled  in  the  13  public  schools  located  in  the  Roslinfale  Planning  District. 
The  study  area  is  served  by  one  high  school,  one  junior  high,  and  11  elem.entary 
schooJs.  These  schools  are  located  in  three  school  districts;  thfe  Longfello'.v        _  • 
and  Si.ui:iner,  locatedin  Roslindale,  and  the  Parkman  School  District,  located  in 
Jamaica  Plain.  The  school  facilities  needed  to  support  the  growing  nurriber  of 
students  and  nevj  programs  must  be  provided.  All  the  elementary  schools  in  the 
development  area  are  operating  at,  or  above,  enrollments  of  35  pupils  per 
^assroom.  Ko  schools  have  been  built  in  the  last  thirty  years.  Most  schools 
are  in  need  of  additional  play  space.  V/ashington  Jr.  and  Roslindale  High  have  enrOlLrient: 
which  range  from  5vj  to  30/0  over  rated  capacity.  Additional  classroom  space  and 
never  facilities  are  needed,  for  Roslindale  High  is  threatened  v;ith  loss  of 
accrcdidaticn.  An  Cccupu-vic-ir.'^.l  Resource  Center  is  bein,5  planned,  .to.be  located 
in  the  Forest  Hills  area.  The  school  will  provide  training  for  and  vocational 


skills  for  3,000  students. 

Parochial  Schools-  In  addition  to  the  above  public  schools,  the  Roslindale 
area  is  served  by  three  parochial  schools,  one  high  school  and  t'.'Jo  elementary 
schools  totaling  1,8U5  stuJcnts  (  1969  -  1970). 

The  following  tableslist  public  and  parochial  schools,  grades  and  enrollment  trends, 
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Pxiblic  Elementary  and  Junior  High  Scliool  Enrollment  Figures 
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9  -  66  0  .  24  0  (Grade  4) 
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5-69  %  of  Change  _   0 
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5.  8% 
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13.  3% 


Source    :   Enrollment  of  Boston  Public  Schools,   Joint  Center  for  Urban  Studies, 
1968 


Parkr.  and  Recrfiation 

The  Kosl.indalc  Planninc  ai'ca  is  served  with  over  3^-0  acres  of  parks  and  recreational 
|k;ilities  in  twenty  locations.  The  major  facilities  include  the  Arnold  Arboretvim 
(223.0  acres),  the  VF.7  Pcrkvay  (6I.8  acres),  and  the  Healy  (9.63  acres)  and  Fallon 
(7-6  acres)  fields.  I  n  any  evaluation  of  park  space  ,  measures  of  quantity  should 
be  accD.Tipanied  by  the  discussion  of  the  accessibility,  useability,  and  quality 
of  the  parks  .  The  Arnold  Arboreta-n  and  VFis'  Prirkway,  although  the  two  largest 
areas,  are  not  easily  accessible  to  all  the  community.  Also,  the  Parkway's  62 
acres  are  relatively  undeveloped.  Most  of  the  larger  playground  facilities,  Fallon, 
Parkman,  and  Healy  are  located  on  major  streets,  and  all  are  accessible  by  bus. 
Parkraan,  Fallon,  Healy,  and  Pagel  facilities  provide  baseball,  bask-3tball ,.  fields , 
and  play  equipment;  most  in  good  condition  with  some  reconstruction  of  Tc-cilities. 
These  areas  are  heavily  used.  Additional  recreational  opportuni  tes  are  provided 
by  the  Stony  Brook  Reservation,  Franklin  Park,  and  the  George  V.'right  Golf  Course, 
which  are  near  the  planning  area. 

The  Roslindale  residents- are  less  v;ell'-served  with  parks  an.l  fields  of  a 
local  nature.  There  m^'y  be  some  need  for  additional  large  facil  ites   such  as 
softba].l  and  baseball  fields,  as  well  as  scattered  snaller  spaces  such  as  tennis 

and  baslcetball  courts.  These  facilities  should  be  located  to  serve  the 
pre-teenage  group  who  cannot  travel  a  great  distance  to  reach  one  of  the  larger 
facilities. 

The  City  of  Boston  owns  and  operates  most  of  the  318  acres  of  public  space 

in  Roslindale,  while  the  Metropolitan  District  Co.-rjaission  operates  only  2.2  acres. 

Parks  (2)  285-57 

'  Playfields  (1)  9.63 

Playgrounds  (5)         12.27    ' 
School  Playgrounds  (11)  11. hO 

Malls  and  Squares  (1)  .02 

31d.7l9  acres 

^^   The  City  of  E.)6ston  and  voluntary  agencies  conduct  over  25  programs  for 

youth  during  the  suiiur.cr.  Tlicse  include  rccreationa]  ,  cn.mping,  and  variou;; 

cultural  programs.  There  i.-.  one  program  for  every  5IQ  chiJ.drcn,  who  range  in  age 

from  8  to  17  years. 
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0(.her  Public  Fac i  1  ilics 

Other  cominuniLy  facilities  are  located  throui:;hout  Roslindale,  with  many 

m  in  the  vicinity  of  Roslindale  Square.  The  followin,^  symbols  identify  these 

facilities  of  Fig-  // 

P   Library  -  One  branch  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  serves 
Roslindale  at  k238   V.'achin^ton  St. 


A 


A 


e 


Hospitals  -  t"our  hospitals  are  located  in  the  Planning  Area: 

a.  Roslindale  General  Hospital 
780  American  Legion  High'way 

b.  Boston  State  Hospital 

591  Morton  St.,  Dorchester 

c .  V/ashingtonian  Hospital 
Jamaica  Plain 

Medical  and  psychiatric  center  for  alcohol  and 
driig  addicts 

d.  Lemuel  Shattuck  Hospital 
Morton  Street 

Health  Clinic  -  One  health  clininc  serues  the  corjnunity. 

8  Cuianins  Ifighv.'ay 

Services:  V/ell  Child  Clinic,  Deni-al  Clinic, 
T'B.  Clinic.  A  con^nunity  mental 
health  clinic  is  located  adjacent 
to  the  planning  area . 

Vi'elfare  Office  -  One  v;elfare  office  severs  the  area  . 
26  Cummins  }{ighway 


\_J        Municipal  Building  -  U210  V/ashington  Street 

The  building  facilities  include  auditorium, 
health,  gyn  u  bath  facilities. 

(^    Fire  Station  -  One  fire  station  serves  the  Roslindale  residential 
community. 
9*45  Cantebui-y  Street 

Police  Station  and  Court  -  Station  i:o.  5,  the  main  station  serving 

Roslindale,  ILyde  Park,  and  V.'est  Ro,-:bury; 
is  located  in  Ifyde  Park. 
The  V/est  Roxbury  District  Coiu-t  serving 
the  area,  is  located  at  hk'j   Arborway. 

There  is  a  Neighborhood  Center  at  8  Cuir.mins  Highv.'ay.  Also,  a  ccmm'jnity  center 

is  planned  in  the  vicinity  of  Roslindale  Square. 

Com-T.srcial  Areas 

Commercial  cstab]  ishrncnts  line  most  of  the  major  streets:  V.'ashington,  Hyde 

Park  Ave.,  American  Lcf;ion  Highv;ay,  Belgrade  Ave.  Concentrations  of  small 

grocery  ctDres  and  va]k-in  convenience  stores  arc  located  on  Belgrade,  at  tlie 

junction  of  V.'a]v;orth  and  li'-vlgradj  >  at  Centre  and  \,'eld.  Largo  arras  are  located 


at  Roslindale  Square  and  Cantcbury  Slioppint;  Plaza, 

Roslindale  Square  is  th^  community's  old  major  shopping  district  located 

^    along  the  intersection  of  V'ashinf;ton,  South,  and  Corinth  Streets.  This 
area  contains  several  markets,  professional  offices,  an'S,  naneroua  con- 
venience stores.  Street  parkinc  facilities  are  numerous v  and  there  are 
six  parking  lots  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Square.  There  are  si^ns  of 
deterioration,  and  increasing  vacancies .Its  improtance  as  a  major  shopping 
center  is  being  weakened  by  nearby  shopping  plazas  at  Cantebiiry,  Hancock 
Village,  and  Dedhan,  vhich  are  more  converaient  for  auto  oriented  services ! 
An  attempt  should  benccla  to  keep  those  con-j~.3rcial  areas  in  good  condition 
in  order  to  prevent  eyesoa.-s,  blight,  and  the  eventual  deterioration  of 
com-Tiercial  activity  in  this  area  . 

The  otl'ier  shopping  centers  are  the  Cantebury,  High  Point  Village,  L-xrge 
sipert'iarkcts  (A?--.P,  Supreme),  clothing  stores  (Tern  McCann,  Anderson  Little, 

^    and  Singer),  and  other  stores  (Zayre's,  V?ool'..'orth '  s ,  and  Sherbros  Discount  J 
are  located  at  Cantebury.  Supermarkets,  banks,  and  other  convemiece  stores 
are  located  at  High  Po'nt  Village  area. 


Road v.'ny  .S^'nt.om 
I.  External 

Acess  from  Roslindalo  to  tlio  downtown  buGiness  district  is 

'Upvidcd  throug}"!  a  series  of  arterial  and  major  traffic  roads. 

These  include  Washington  St.,  Centre  St.,  American.  Legion  Highv/ay, 

and  the  V'est  Roxbury  Parkway;  runr»ing  ina  general  northeasterly 

direction.  V/ashington  St.  -becomes  congested  at  morning  and  after- 
local 
noon  peak  hours,  due  to 'business  congestion,  narrowness,  and  curb 

parking  and  bus  operations.  As  indicated  by  the  Roslindale  Square 

traffic  and  parking  study,  much  of  the  traffic  going  through  the 

Square  is  east-v.'est  oriented.  24ost  of  the  north-south  trips  either 

originate  or  are  destined  for  areas  close  to  the  Square.  Thus,  V7ash- 

ington  Street  does  not  serve  the  longer  trips  from  route  120  area 

to  the  central  business  district.  However,  it  doss  provide  access 

^b  the  dovmto'.'n  area  for  nearby  neighborhood  residents. 

Access  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  city  is  provided  by  Cummins 
Highway  and  Morton  Street.  However,  there  is  no  m.ajor  east-west 
route  soutli  of  Cummins  or  Morton  Streets.  This  lack  of  east-west 
access  is  due  to  the  new  Haven  RR  right  of  v;ay  to  the  east,  the 
New  Haven  RR  to  the  v/est,  the  Stony  Brook  Reservation  to  the  south, 
and  Forest  Hills  and  Mount  Hope  cemeteries  to  tlie  oast.  Also,  there 
is  no  direct  access  to  the  Southeast  E::pressv;ay .  However,  the 
proposed  Soutlv.-.'est  E::pressv;ay ,  v;hich  will  pass  through  central 
Roslindale,  v/ill  provide  accessibility  to  the  metropolitan  region 
and  dov;nto-./n  area. 

^X.  Internal 

l^ie  community  has  good  internal  accesr;ibility ,  most  streets 


connecting  with  one  of  the  major  traffic  streets.  V/ashington  Street 
nrovides  a  nortli-south  arterial  route;  others  being  Centre  St., 
VFW  Parkway,  Hyde  Park  Avenue,  and  American  Legion  Highway.  East- 
west  access  lacks  an  adequate  route.  Access  is  prov-idcd  by  Cummins 
Highway,  South  St.,  and  Belgrade  Avenue.  Most  east-west  traffic 
must  funnel  directly  through  the  congested  shopping  area  along 
Corinth  and  South  Streets.  Railroads  and  cemeteries  contribute 
to  the  lack  of  a  direct  east-v;est  route. 

There  is  a  fairly  good  criss-cross  of  sti;eets,  the  major  traffic  streets 
intersected  by  business  and  traffic  streets  providing  acces  to  most 
parts  of  Roslindale. 

One  of  the  problems  with  these  business  streets  is  that  little  has 
^2en  done  to  point  out  to  tiie  driver  unfamiliar  wit})  the  coma-aunity 
that  they  are  through  streets.  Confusing  intersections  occur   at 
Forest  Flills  and  Roslindale  Squares.  Another  problem  is  that  since 
many  streets  do  funnel  into  major  traffic  streets,  there  is  a 
considerable  amiount  of  traffic  congestion  at  major  intersections. 
Problems  such  as  these  may  be  solved  by  traffic  imiiroveraonbs .  (better 
signaling,  rerouting  of  streets,  marking  througli  streets,  etc.) 


c 


Trannit 

'^e  Roslinclalc  con.nunity  is  well  served  by  several  najor  bus  routes 

running  along  most  of  the  major  streets  of  the  com.TiUnity,  These 

include  Vvashington  St.,  Hyde  Park  Ave.,  Centre  St.,  Belgrade  Ave.,  etc. 

Bus  routes  also  provide  acces  to  Forest  Hills  Station  which  in  turn 

provides  subway  transit  to  dov/ntov/ii  Boston.  Bus  routes  also  provide 

access  to  surrounding  ccmuT.unities  including  Hyde  Pari;,  V7est  Roxbury, 

etc.  -  .  • 

Railroads 

The  New  York  Nev;  Haven  RR  has  two  branches  passing  through  Roslindalc; 

the  Providence  Division  and  the  V7est  Roxbury  Branch.  Both  lines 

however,  no  trains  seve  tb-  ^irca 
provide  freight  and  passenger  service^  Stations  are  located  at 

^)slindale  Sq.,  which  is  closed,  and  a;  freight  station  at  Forest 
Hills. 

Proposed  Southwest  Corridor 

The  Southwest  Expressv/ay  is  planned  to  be  built  on  the  main  line 
tracks  of  the  Nev/  York  i:ev/  Haven  RR.  There  will  be  two  m.ajcr  inter- 
changes at  Cummins  High^./ay  and  Forest  uills.  Tiierc  will  be  a  major 
shift  of  radial,  central  business  district  oriented  trips  from 
existing  radial  arterial  facilities  to  cros^-town  expressway 
connections.  Also,  there  may  bo  a  resulting  increase  in  vehicular 
traffic  througli  Roslindalc  Square  resulting  from  V'est  Roxbury 
trips  traveling  north  via  t}ie  Southwest  Expressv;ay.  Tliree  routes 
will  result:  1.  centro-VF/7  Parkv/ay-Arborway-Forost  Hills  Interclva:  >i 

2.  Belgrade  /we. -V.'aslii.ngton-Forcst  Hi.lls  Interchange 

3.  nolgrado-Cuiumins  Higlr.vay-Curpjnins  Interchange 


The  Highway  has  been  ciallcd  for  rcctudy,  which  postpones  the  1972 
r^iplction  date  indefinitely.  Also,  city  officials  have  called 
for  a  depressed  higliway  through  the  entire  Roslindale  area, 
including  the  Forest  Hills  section. 


Economic   Characlcr.lGtics 

InJiintry  * 

H   Roslindale's  limited  nmouiit  of  li^h',.  industrial  activity  is  located  in  two 

areas: 

1.  The  northern  tip  of  the  district  between  the  V.'est  Rox- 
bury  Branch  of  the  Railroad  arid  V/ashinston  Street 

2.  The  ari-a  adjoininc  the  m  m   RR  at  tv.'O  locations  -- 
V/hipple  Ave.  and  Harrison  Street 

The  items  manufactured  include  precision  instra-nents,  building  supplies,  monument 

vorks,  and  packaging  and  shipping. 

No  enplo^jonent  statistics  (  including  no.  of  employees)  are  available  from  the 

Directory  of  f-lanufactui-ers  in  Greater  Boston  Chamber  of  Comjnerce  1963  report. 


CODrnerce 

Local  and  retail  businesses  are  located  throughout  the  study  area  on  such 
major  traffic  streets  as  V'ashington,  Belgrade,  and  American  Legion  Highv/ay. 
9      There  are  three  major  shopping  areas  located  at:  Roslindale  Square,  American 
Legion  Highway  (Cantebury  Shopping  Area),  and  Wasliington  St.  (High  Point  Village). 
These  areas  are  discussed  elsevjhere  in  the  report. 
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EmpJoymont  Charactori.sticn 

Roslindale' G  total  'available  labor  force  in  19G0  consisted 

of  about  16,000  persons.  A  brief  analysis  of  the  occupations 

represented  in  tlic  cornrp.unity  shov;s  that  equal  numbers  of 

f,all 
people  are  eraoloyed  in  the  follcv/ing  job  types,  v;itl"i  a  slightly 

greater  number  of  professionals  and  technicians,  and  clerical 

and  sales   positions. 

Labor  Force 

Male  10,100 

Female  5992 

Total  ■  16,092 

Occupational  Type 

Professional,  Technical,  and  3,170 

Managerial 

Clerical  and  Sales  4,944 

Craftsmen  and  Foreman  2,27  0 

Private  Household,  Service  Laborero  2,425 

Operatives  2,267 


Total  ,  15,076 


Source:  U.S.  CcnGU.T,  I96O 


L 


External    Influences 

tPkc  any  area,   Roslindalo   is   influenced  by   tlie  p"lans   and  activities  which 
originate  beyond,    and  often  have  purooses   exterior   i:o,   its  boundaries.    Some 
types   of  external    influences  which  will    liave  significant  effect  on  Roslindalc  . 
include:    1)    transportation  programs;   2)   public  and  pricate   inoroveinent  programs 
in  Roslindalo;    and  3)   suburban  growth. 

1.  Transportation  Piograms. 

The  proposed  S.'i.    Expressway  will   have  significant  effect  on  the  study  area. 
The  highway  will    connectwith   the  proposed  Inner  Belt  which  will    join   the  S.E. 
Expressway  on  the  norther  i  edge  of  Dorchester.   The  effects  of  this  transportation 
system  have  been  discussed  elsewhere   in  the  report.   The  raoid  transit  extension 
to  the  southwest,  wfien  built,  will    further  extend  and  increase  service  in   this 
area.   The  inoroved  transnortation  service   could  stimulate  redevelooment  of  the 
Roslindale  Square  aree  and  possible   development  opportunities   in   Roslindale. 

2.  Public  and  Private   Improvement  Programs   in   Roslindale. 

Community  residents  have   formed  a  Roslindalo  Association  of  Community  Development 
to  develop,   on   a  non-profit  basis,   Roslindale  Square   and  sui^rounding  area.   The 
committee  will    study  present  social    and  economic  problems   facing  Roslindale  as 
transportation  c:'Dansion  affects   the  area.     Plans   include  economic  rehabilitation, 
and  social    revi  tal  ization  of  the  area. 

^     Suburban  Grcv.'th.  " 

The  influences  of  suburban  towns  southwest  of  Roslindale  cannot  be  overlooked. 
Several  major  shopping  centers  are  located  in  the  Dedham  area.  These  large 
shoDoing  areas  may  effect  market  areas  such  as  Roslindale  Square  by  drawing 
consumers  from  the-  smaller  shopping  areas. 


CUl'l'./.U'i'   LMPRO'/EI-EIJT  PROG.R.'U-IS  UI.U^irv/AY 


-Current  Ii'iprovcment  Programs   Undcnvay 

There  arc  several    inioroveniet  cf fo /ts   unden/ay  in   Roslindale   at  the  pro'cnt 
Abiie,   and  so!;io  to  be  started  in   the  near  future.    A  brief  description  of  each 
Tjll  ov/s . 

Transportation   Improvon'cnts 

The  Southwest  Corridor 

The  Southnest  Corridor  is  expected  to  be  one  of  the  major  growth  sectors  of  the 
regi'ii  and  is   the   link  between  Boston  and  the  Providenco-Pawtucket  metropolitan 
areas.    Provision  of  transit  to  serve  the  S.'.J.    Corridor  is  proposed  as   an  impor- 
tant need.    It  wowld  be  constructed  in   coordination  with   the  construction  of 
Intersate  95,    the  Sout'nwest  Expresswav,  and  include  renlacerr.ent  of  the  elevated 
Forest  Hills   line   in  order  to  assist  com!:iir:.i ty  renewal    in   Boston.    Plans  for  transit 
make  it  feasible  to  build  the  line  with  the  S.VI.    Exoresswav.    It  is  proposed  that 
a  basic  route  right-of-way  be  provided  in  the  median  strip  of  the  proposed _ 
S.W,   Expressway   from  the    Inner  'ieM  to  Readville. 

Pres  ^cnt  plans   call    for  the  extension  of  the   Forest  Hills   line  with  two  branches. 
One  w'ill   extend   from  the  present  Forest  Hills   terminal    to  Route   128  in  Needham 
via  Vv'est  Roxbury.    Intermediate  stations  would  be  located  in  the  Roslindale  and 
West  Roxbury  business   districts.   The  other  route  will   extend     from  the  Forest 
Hills   station  to   Route   128  at  the  Canton-Monvood  Line. 

Later  plans   call    for  the  oresent  Forest  Hills   line  to  be   relocated  to  the  new 
South   Cove  Tunnel    and  tor^he  median  of  the  Southwest  Expressway.    It  is   also 
">*ODOsed  that  new  exoress   transit  be  provided  to  !;eadville,  and  possibly 
^ward  W^stwood   and  Honvood  along  the   railroad  lines. 


Concentrated  Code  Enforcement  and  Rehabilitation   Program 


f 


A  large  po-i;ion     of  the   Forest  Hills  neighborhood  has  been  aooroved     ?nd  funded 

I  as  a   federally  aided  coda  enforcenent  area.   The  area's  boudaries 

are  the  Penn  Central    RR  West  Roxbury   Branch,   the   Forest  Hills   Cemetery, 
Wachusett  St.,   Ridge   and  Sycamore  Sts.,   and  Cum;nins  Highway.   The  main  puroose 
of  the  program  is    I;o  conserve  a^'oas  of  standard  housing  by  providing  low  inter- 
est long  term  loans    for  rehabilitation  as  well   as   public  improvements. 

Infill    Housing 

No  recommended  sites   of  City  of  Boston  owned  land  are  available   for  Infill   Housing. 

Com-nunity   Facilities    Ininrovoment 

Two  new  schools   are   under  consideration  to  be  built  in   the  nlanning  area. 

Occunational    Resource  Center  -  A  city  wide  technical    and  trade  skills     high 
school    is   planned  for  the    Bussoy  Estate  site.   The   righ  school  will    accoifn.odatc 
3,000   in  grades    11  -    14. 

West  Roxbury,   Higli  Point  Village  -  This   controversial   site   is  now  involved 

•■-  the   planning  stage  of  a  new  K-5  school    for  1,000;   and  a  6-8  grade  school    for 
.,100.    The  planned  school   will    replace   the  Phincas   Bates   school. 


^ 
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Firo  Dcptirtment 

_The  .Department  has  rocco:mnendcd  .that  Engine  .  30-with  XaxlcLer  ^5  'be  relocated  either 

'^Belgrade  Ave  or  Fallon  Field  which  are  in  the  proper  center  of  their  districts 

and  convenient  to  Roslindale  Center. 

Parks  and  Recreation 

The  follo'.jins  park  is  scheduled  for  improvement  in  the  1970  Urban  Beautification 

Program  Application  approved  by  the  City  Council. 

1970.  Hillside  Park  -  $30,000  for  design,  landscapins,  and  play  apparatus. 

The  stated  purpose  of  the  Urban  Beautification  Program  is  to  raise  the 
standards  of  facilities  so  they  better  serve  the  needs  of  the  neighbor- 
hoot'"  and  to  help  prevent  residential  deterioration  by  demonstrating 
the   ity's  coxmltment  to  its  neighborhoods  and  by  improving  their 
self  image.  The  city  '.-.'ill  attempt  to  do. this  by  placing  initial  emphasis 
on  restoring  neighborhood  facilities  geared  to  active  recreation. 

Various  improvements  have  taken  place  at  some  of  the  district's  faci  lities 

including  Healy  Playground,  Fallon  Field,  Parkman  Playground.  Nev  facilities 

include  baseb-all  fields,  basketball  courts,  tot  areas,  reconstructed  sidevmlks, 

1^  landscape  design.  A  pool  is  planned  at  Kealy  Field;  an  intercollegiate  size 

pool  v;ith  an  attached  recreation  facility  and  '.vading  pool.  The  site  is  in  an 

area  of  rapidly  growing  population  of  young  people  (Hyde  Park,  V.'est  Roxbury,  Ros . ) , 

and  is  provided  by  good  transportation  facilities. 

Housing 

The  Boston  Housing  Authority  has  designated  the  area  adjacent  to  the  intersection 

of: Cummins  Highway  and  American  Legion  Highway.  It  will  be  th  site  of  low^ 

.  within 
\J 
income  housing,  mostly  for  the  elderly,  to  be  completed   ■  the  next  three  years. 

The  site  will  contain  I9O  units  of  housing. 
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MAJOR   ISSUES  AND  FLMmil.'G   EL°LICATIO:;s/  HGl'ES 


planning  Implications 

1.  School  Facilities 

Jt^  riayi^round  Facilities 

2.  Roslindale  Square 

Deterioration 

Traffic  Conf,estion 

Future  transit  expansion  implications 

3.  Residential  Character 
k.   Boston  State  site 


• 


Ro^lindale/  iioIl-; 


Statistic,  that  should  be  used  for  the  "Issues"  section  of  the  report: 

a. 1970  Census  Information. 

The  latest  raaterial  vhich  vms  used  in  this  report  vas 
the  lOoO  census.  The  I965  projections  vere  also  used. 
These  figures  are  ten  years  old,  an.l  thus,  do  not 
indicate  cm-rent  population  trcncs. 

Check- 
population  stats 
Age  [;roups  and  numbers 
Inconics 
Housins  conditions 

b.  check  M3T.^  ir.provcrr.ents ,  expansions,  or  revised  plans  and 
completion  dates. 

c.  Schools--population 

construction/reconstruction 

d.  Parks  and  recreation  plans  and/or  reconstructi-->n 

e  OPS  survey  of  Ro.-lr-ndale  service  groups  is  scheduled  to  be 
conducted  during  last  veeks  of  Au-ust,  1970.      ^.  ...  ^  ^^. 
They  vill  provide  an  up  to  date  list  of  service  activities  and 
related  infor;.-.ation. 

f  progress  of  the  Roslindale  Association  of  Cor^nunity  Development 
(  new  group  to  revitalise  Roslindale  Square). 


RonlindaDc/  tioLc; 

PoEciblc  influence  of  Forest  Hills  nrea  on  RoDlindalc  Squnre 

Distance  bctv;ecn  squares:  '1.23  Miles 

Forest  Hills  area  description: 

Boundaries-at  junction  of  Hyde  Park  Ave  and  V.'ashin(jton  St.  (on  borier  of 
Roslindale  and  Jainaica  Plain) 

Land  Use-Ccp.incrcial,  2  blocks/  drug  stores,  service  stations,  taverns 
Institutional/  churches,  court  house,  V.'ashin:j;tonian  Hospital 
Industrial/  Imiber,  glass  service  co.  ,  laundry,  pacliaj^ing, 
food,  utilities,  fuel  (Boston  Gas),  natural, 
chemical  ,'t  cynth3tic  products 
MBTA  station 

repair  shop 
Arborv.'ay  Terminal 

Problem  -  deterioratin-^  area,  noise  and  blight  of  elevated  railroad  ■ 
vacancies 

building  conditions-  fair  to  poor 
population  statistics: 

a.  Tract  W-2       195O  ^hG3 

i960  U29O 

1965  projected      2897 

b .  Tract  v-3a 

1950  9812 

i960  11289 

1965  projected     83U5 

c.  1965- 1969  ^  change  in  school  enrolir;ients  (  white  and  non'.ohitc) 


G 

1-3 

G  h-G 

G  7-8     . 

Abrahams 

-h% 

+288. 9/j 

-- 

-- 

Parlanan 

-21.7 

+750 

-50.6^,      +550/, 

-1.8^^      +ii+ca/, 

Seaver 

-13-0 

+200 

+17.8        +1500 

Agassiz 

-2^ 

+250^, 

+23^;!;          +325'/o 

Fuller 

-13 

-    9 

+  5            +166 

Bo'.vditch 

-22 

+  k2 

+23            +150 

These  schools  are  in  a  one  mile  radix^s  from  the  square  (F.H.) 
These  statistics  (table  c)  seem  to  shovj  an  increase  in  the 
non  white  population  in  the  area. 


School  Di'pai-ln'.ont  Proposal.' 


Sch^l 
Abrahams 

Capacity 
lliO 

Date 
.  1929 

p.  Bates 

355 

1929 

Loni^fello'^ 

k30 

1897,  1909 

Mozart 

225 

1932 

Parker 

125 

I92U 

Parkman 

i>6o 

1899,  190U,'03,'32 

Philbrick 

215 

1913 

Seaver 

260 

192U,  '32 

SaTiner 

U75 

1931/37 

W.  Irving 


1175 


1936 


Recommendations 

Abandon  by  I968 

Retain  as  K-5 

Al^  andon  by  1975 

Retain  as  K-5 

Retain  as  K-3 

Abandon  older  poi'tions 
by  1967;  retain  '32 
addition  as  K-5 

Retain  as  K-5 

Retain  as  K-5 

Retain  asK-5>   complete 
second  floor  in  I963 

Retaij  as  6-8 


ISuramary  of  new  construction: 

no.   of  ne'.v   schools 
1 1967  1 


1968 
1 1969 
70-75 


Grades 
K-5 

Total  Capacity 
350 

K-3 

200 

K-5 

550 

K-5 

700 

District  Plan  0  --  planning  Objoctives;   (  I96O  ) 

^kislindlae  wiD.l  remain  a  residential  area  for  middle  income,  non-transient 
families.  The  plan  elements  include  provisions  for  residential,  connercial,  and 
open  space  development.  Four  sites  were  designated  for  re-usc: 

1.  25  acres  near  V.'eld  St.  in  the  Park-^ay  area.  Develop 
with  single  family  homes 

2.  The  Mt .  Hope  section  near  Am.  Legion  Hghvy. 

3.  100  acres  of  vacant  land  in  Roslindale  So.  (So.  of 
Beech  st .  Housing  Project) 

h.   A  small  raediim  density  apartment  area 

boundaries-  Ilj^'de  Park  Ave.,  V/alk  Hill  St., 

Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  Morton  St. 

A  proposal  was  made  for  an  automotive  service  center  for  the  triangular  segr.ent 

of  land  south, of  Forest  Hills  along  Washington  St.  The  center  would  provide 

auto  sales,  supply  and  repair  services . "The  unusual  shape  of  the  area,  its 

Isolation  from  surrounding  areas,  and  its  undesirability  as  a  residential  area 

suggest  a  rather  specialized  use  such  as  automotive  sevices." 


School  ]a 

-Apartment  Proposals 

Date 

^kool 

Captvc. 

L^y 

Abrahams 

1J»0 

1929 

P.  Bates' 

355 

1929 

Longfellow 

U50 

1897,  1909 

Mozart 

225 

1932 

Parker 

125 

I92U 

Parkman 

I460 

1899,  190U,'03, 

'32 

Philbrick 

215 

Seaver 

260 

Sumner 

i^75 

W.  Irving 

117! 

1913 

192^,    "32 

1931,^37 
1936 


Re  c  onime  nd  a  t  i  o  n  s 

Abandon  by  I968 

Retain  as  K-5 

Ab  andon  by  I975 

Retain  as  K-5 

Retain  as  K-3 

Abandon  older  portions 
by  1967;  retain  '32 
addition  as  K-5 

Retain  as  K-5 

Retain  as  K-5 

Retain  as  K-5,  complete 
second  floor  in  I963 

Retaij  as  6-8 


Summary  of  new  construction: 

no.  of  nev  schools 
1967  1 


1968 
1969 
70-75 


Grades 
K-5 

K-3 

K-5 

K-5 


Total  Capacity 
350 

200 

550 

700 


Throughout  this  disouGsion-of  Rof;lip.dlc,  scvjral  ir.rortant  icr:ueG  have  been 

raised.  These  issues  include  population  chances,  Roslindale  Square  and  the 

surrounding  area,  and  school  facilities. 

Populatjpn  Chan.'T o s 

V/hile  Roslindale 's  total  popuaLion  has  remained  relatively  stable,  the  ace  group 

composition  has  chansed  somevhat  since  1950.  Tl.  •  out  migration  of  older  famimliet 


has  left  behind  a  large  nuinber  of  the  older  population.  Also,  a  large  nuaber 
of  your.^  families  have  settled  in  the  area.  As  a  result,  the  under  twenty 
age  group  has  increased  greatly  since  1950-  Planning  Projects  in  Roslindale  vdll 
have  to  address  itself  not  on  ly  to  the  needs  of  nn  older  population,  but  also 
to  the  needs  of  a  graving  young  population.  These  needs  \Jill  include  elderly 
housing,  school  expansion,  and  recreational  facility  inprovenent. 
Roslindale  Square 

In  recent  years,  the  Square  has  benn  feeling  the  effects  of  the  newer,  auto- 
^riented  shopping  centers  --  Gantebury,  High  Point  Village,  and  nearby  Dedham 
shopping  areas.  Store  deterioration  has  become  visible,  and  there  is  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  vacancies.  Significant  rehabilitation  of  co.Tjnerciel  establishr.ents 
is  needed  if  the  center  is  to  rcrT.in  the  r.ct.i'.'-;  focus  of  the  planning  district. 


At  the  present  time,  there  is  severe  traffic  congestion  during  shopping  hours 
after  the  r.orning  traffic  rush.  Greatest  congestion  occurs  on  '.Washington  Street 
and  Corinth  Street.. The  Traffic  and  Parking  Study  for  the  Roslinda  e  Square  area 

concluded  that: 

Based  on  the  estimate  of  3-5fj  growth  per  ye?iv>  traffic  demand 
on  Corinth  and  V.'ashington  Sts.  viill  reach  naxiinu.-n  po.'isible 
capacity  within  3  to  5  years  (  1969-]972).  At  this  level  of 
use  each  ^mall  increase  will  result  in  a  disproportionate  in- 
crease in  delay  and  congestion  V/ith  average  sneeds  aJ ready 
under  10  inph  on  portions  of  these  street^:,  it  is  clear  that 
additional  capacity  Muct  be  provided  if  d'-niand  i.i  to  be  sat- 

^^  isfied.  It  is   cmpnar;i:icd  that  this  tra^'fic  a».;.'::and  i.".  pri- 


marily  a  .local  one  created  by  the  resilient:."  of  tlie 
■^       surround! iiij  residential  districts  and  by  the  commer- 
cial activ.lty  in  t.he -S^iuai'e  .  (p.JS) 
In-  pianninc  any  solution  to  this  traffic  problem,  four  objectives  should  be 

^f^t   in  mind:  1.  Remove  as  much  through  traffic  from  the 

shopping  district  as  possible 
2.  Improve  access  to  shopping  district  and 

to  'parking  lots  v.'hich  are  in  little  use 
3-  Improve  circulation  vithin  the  area 
k.   Offer  a  minimum  of  disruption  to  the  study 

area  with  respect  to  social,  land  use,  and 

economic  factors 

The  Square  also  faces  the  problem  v;ith  transportation  expansion  of  the  Southwest 
Corridor.  The  Southv;est  Expressway,  vhen  completed,  •.•••ill  have  significant  effect 
upon  traffic  patterns  in  the  P.oslindalc  Square  •eera.  Throughout  the  metropolitan 
^^a,  there  will  be  a  shift  in  radial  ,  central  business  district  oriented  trips 
from  existing  radial  arterial  facilities  .to  crosstov.-n  expressv.'ay  connections. 
This  means  a  significant  potential  inL-rease  in  traffic  through  Roslindale  Sq. 
resulting  from  V/est  Roxbury  trips  destined  for  the  north  via  the  S.VJ.  Expressv.-ay . 
Three  routes  will  be  available  for  this  traffic  :  l)  Centre  St.-VFn'  Parxway-Arborway- 
Forest  Hills  IntercKiange  of  the  Exp.  ;  2)  Belgrade  Ave-Uash.  St-Forest  Uiils  Inter: V/-''' 
and  3)  Belgrade  Ave^  -  Cummins  Hghwy. -Cun'i.mins  Hghv.y.  Inter.  Also,  as  volume  increases 
along  the  Centre  St . -VF.'J  Parkway  route,  some  of  the  motorists  may  seek  other  access 
routes  to  r.h^   S'.l   Exp.  through  Roslindale  Sq.  to  Ccjr.mins  Kghv.'y.  Interc '.•■.>.'.-,  C 

Another  project  for  which  Roslindale  ir.ust  prepare  is  the  extension  of  the  ;-n3TA 
rapid  transit  line  from  Fore.-jt  Hills  to  the  intersection  of  the  VP.'/  Psrkway  and 
jj^lroad  line  in    '/est  Roxbucy.  PrcD.iminary  studies  call  for  a  station  at  the 
sitcof  the  existing  RR  station  in  the  Square  (between  Robert  and  South  Sts.)  . 
V/ith  Forest  Hills  no  longer  the  tcrminnl  for  this  ling,  the  pattern  of  bus 
opi.-rations  will  ciiange  con.sidorably ,  po;:;;ib:'y  with  the  net  effect  of  a  decroasc 


in  buu  ti-affic  throujh  the  Square. 
V  Coi..petition  with  nc-.vcr  shopping  ccntcrn,  traffic  con^^cstion,  and  effects  of 
^^ansportation  expansion  must  be  evaluated  by  the  cor:nunity. 


Sch  ols  Facilities 


Most  schools  in  Roslinda''e  are  'over  50  years  old  and  arc  loca^'cd  on  extremely 
inadequate  sites.  Age   contributes  to  the  obsolete  planning  and  structural 
deficiencies  of  the  schools.  Another  serious  effect  is  overcro-A-ding.  None  of  the 
recoxmended  constr(.\ction  of  the  Boston  School  Dept .  vas  undertaken,  leaving  all 
of  Roslindale's  schools  overcrov.'ded.  V'ashington  Irving  and  Roslindale  Hic'i^ 
are  especially  in  need  of  space--Roslinda>o  High  is  threatened  with  loss 


of  accredidation  due  to  lack  of  suitable  facilities.  In  addition,  many  of 
the  playgrounds  are  in  po.r  condition. 
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